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AMENDMENTS TO Ttf E CLAIMS 
The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 




1 . (Currently Amended) In a computer network including a server computcr/Syslem 
aetweriealtachable to a plurality of client computer systems, a method of authenticating aUcast 
4eofa subset of the plurality of client computer systems andA* users thereof, thc/method 
comprisin g tho following : / 

an act of the-ascrver computer system receiving a request fix>m a requesting client 
computer system, the request including an instruction identifying the -at least one 
authentication methodology that is to be used wfeeft-for_authenticating the-a_subsct of 
client computer gygtems when the subset of client com puter systems request service from 
the server computer system , and/or usoro thereof ; / 

an act of the server computer system^receiving a subsequent rcquest^Jho 
subsequent request rnm prisine a request from .the subset of client computer systems for 
service from the server computer system s ubset of olicnt computer syotoma ; and 

an act of the server computer syste m, upon receivin g the subsequent reques t, 
authenticating the requesting subset pf the client computer systems using a*-4easMhe least 
one authentication methodology identified in the instruction. 

2. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction to accept an assertion authentication method for use in 
authenticating the subset ofelient computer systems. 



(Original) The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction 
includes at least A instruction to accept a basic HTTP authentication method for use in 
authenticating tjre subset of client computer systems. 
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4. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction to accept a digest authentication meuiod'for use in authenticating 
the subset of client computer systems. 

5. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 1. wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction to accept an N?LM authentication method for use in 
authenticating the subset of client computer syster 

6. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the subset of client 
computer systems is a single client computer system. 

7. (Original) The mettfod in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the request comprises 
a data structure that rcpresents,an extensible Markup Language (XML) element. 

8. (OriginalVA computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the acttrecited in Claim 1 . - 

9-17, (Cancelled). 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) In a computer network including a server computer system 
ftetweris-attachablc to a plurality of client computer systems, a method of contorting a type of 
authentication methodology used when the server computer system authenticates aUeasLa subset 
of the plurality of computer systems andA* users thereof, the method composin g the following : 
an act of a requesting client computer system composing a request including an 

instruction identifying ^^authentication methodology that is to be use d by ft server 

computer system forwhen authenticating the-a_subsct of client computer systems.-*^ 

users thoreof ; and 

a specific act of the requesting client computer^ystem transmitting the request to 
the server computer °y°*~™ wWin the authentication methodology identified in the 
instruction is used hy the server computer svste fn to authenticate the subset of client 
com puter systems when the server computer - system receives one or more subsequent 
req uests from the subset of client com puter sy s tems for service from the server computer 
system . 

19. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction to accep/ an assertion authentication method for use in 
authenticating the subset of client compute/ systems. 

20. (Original) The mcthoc/in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction tc/ accept a basic HTTP authentication method for use in 
authenticating the subset of clienLcomputer systems. 

21. (Original) Th/ method in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction 
includes at least an instruction to accept a digest authentication method for use in authenticating 
the subset of client comp/ter systems. 

22. (Original) The method in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction 
includes at least An instruction to accept an NTLM authentication method for use in 
authenticating th/subset of client computer systems. 
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23. (Original) The method in accordance with C>«hl8, wherein the subset orient 
computer systems is a single client computer system. 

24. (Original) The method in ae^rdance with Claim 18, wherein the request 
comprises a data structure that represents^ extensible Markup Language (XML) element. 

25. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the acts recited in Claim 18. 
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26. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium 
structure having a plurality of fields, the data structure comprising: 

a plurality of client identifier field -fields that each identify a /fel ontifios a subset of client 
computer system syst e ms a nd/o r users ther e of t hat afe-isconncct9a to a server computer system; 
and 

for each client computer system, the data structuro^further comprising arc-at least one 
authentication field that identifies on o or moro an authentication m e thods method to be used to-by 
the server computer system whefl-for authenticating any of t he subsefr-ef^client compute r system 
systems a nd/o r - usors th e r e o f upon receiving a inquest from the client computer system for 
service. 




torcd thereon a data 



27. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium in accordance with Claim 
26, wherein tfre -each client identifier fieja identifies a different single client computer system. 

28. (New) A compute^readable medium as recited in claim 26, wherein the server 
computer system has access t^lhe data structure prior to receiving the request from the client 
computer system. 



29. (NewY/A computer-readable medium as recited in claim 26, wherein the data 
structure is furthei^onfigured to be altered upon being stored, so as to allow a client computer to 
use additional authentication methods. 
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